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awarded a $10,000 grant | ﬁ'omthe
National Endowment for the .
Arts (NEA) to help fund a new productlon .
. by her nonprofit orgamzation, the Judy

group ofacappella gaspel smgers

Dworin founded the JDPP in 1989 based
on her belief that the arts play an important
role in challenging and creating change in

 theuniverse. Through her artistic vision,

~ the JDPP provides cutting-edge
performancesthat address issues ofsoclal .

justice.
Dworin said she is “extremely pleased” to

_ havereceived the NEA funding for a project

: alsohcpmgtotakethecommnyon and

stage “In This House” in NewLondon.
The relationship of the Joshua Hempsted

House to people of color began with the

purchase of Adam Jackson as a slave,

bought by the second Joshua Hempstead‘in ,

1727. Hempsted kept a diary for 47 years,

- which logged not only his responsibilities

asasingle parent of nine children, but gave

» becameactlveagentsmtheﬁ‘eemg the
- kidnapped Africans on the Amistad, and
_ helped to publish an anti-slavery newspape:

Dworin said she hopes to interview some
elderly African-American women and

_ children wholive in the area. “I'm
_interested in real stories and how they

connect us to the past, present and future,”
she said. “The challenge is to move history
into the present moment in a way that’s
vital and energizing.”




